NEW MIRACLE MEDICINES
One of the exciting discoveries in modern medicine i:
the antibiotics. It had long been known that germs fight
germs. Now scientists have found a new way of making
micro-organisms fight for us.
Penicillin was the first of these antibiotics to be dis
covered. It is still the most useful drug for most forms
of pneumonia, tonsillitis, and scarlet fever. But it causes
a skin rash in some persons and should be given only by
a physician.
Streptomycin* kills some germs that penicillin does
not kill. It is most useful in certain cases of tuberculosis
and infection of the intestine. But in some cases this drug
has caused deafness. It, too, should be used only under
the watchful eye of a physician.
Aureomycin*, chloromycetin* and terramycin* will
cure some infections, like typhoid fever and typhus fever,
which the other drugs do not help. But these drugs may
harm the organs that make blood cells.
So you see these life-saving drugs must be used with
caution. They can harm you as well as cure you. You
should not take them for a common cold or for a disease
which they are not known to cure. Why not? Here are
some of the reasons:
They may be harmless the first time you take them,
but not when you take them again and again.
They may get rid of the bacteria that are most easily
killed and leave the tough ones to grow and flourish and
cause illness later.
They may just stop the fever, which is only a sign that
something is wrong.